
  
Almost every church wants to 
Attract Young Families. The 

reasoning behind this includes the following: 
• If we don’t regenerate, everyone will eventually get old and die. 
• It’s energizing to have young people around. 
• Younger folks can do the work we can’t/won’t do anymore. 
• We need the younger folk’s money. 
• Young families remind us of church when we were (or wish we 

were) part of young families. 
There are a few things wrong with this reasoning, including the fact that 
“attracting” people in general feels manipulative – as if people are “targets” 
to be used for our own purposes. Yuck. 
What if – instead – our quest or mission was about feeding souls and sharing 
authentic community?  
News flash: Most pastors will fail at “Bringing in Young Families.” Families 
of every kind are drawn to communities that are in touch with real life.  
So what can we do? 

1. Be real. Deal with real issues in sermons, classes, conversations, 
prayers. 

2. Listen to parents’ concerns. Listen to children’s concerns. 
3. Ask how we can pray for them. And then pray for them. 
4. Allow/encourage messiness. Noses will run and squirming will ensue.  
5. Check our personal Stink Eye Quotient. Do we grimace when a baby 

cries? Do we frown when the kids are wearing soccer uniforms? 
6. Refrain from expecting everyone to be the church like we have always 

been the church. 
7. Help parents, grandparents, and all adults become equipped to minister 

to children and youth. How can we learn to offer such loving 
hospitality to the younger people in our midst that they will 
always experience church as home? 

8. Do not use children as cute props, they are not there to entertain us. 
9. Give parents a break. Really. Help struggling parents get coats and 

hats on their kids. Hold an umbrella. Assist in wiping spills. 
10. Give parents a break administratively. Make it easy to participate. 

Minimize the unnecessary. 
It’s also okay not to have Young Families in our congregations 
depending on the context. Some neighborhoods have very few young 
ones living nearby. But there are still people who crave some Good 
News. 
Jan Edmiston (edited) 
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The Local Church:  
Minimum Vs. Maximum  

A Biblical Definition of “Church”! 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

 
Minimum: Seven Qualifications 

 
1. __________________________________________ 
2. __________________________________________ 
3. __________________________________________ 
4. __________________________________________ 
5. __________________________________________ 
6. __________________________________________ 
7. __________________________________________ 
 

Maximum: Zealous for Good Deeds 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
 

Let Us Do Good to All Men 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
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